
City of Rock Island’s Vision for the Future 

Rock Island is recognized for its cultural diversity, vibrant downtown, and 

welcoming atmosphere. A destination for the arts, history, and culture, Rock Island 

offers the best of city living while retaining its small town appeal. Easily accessible, 

residents take full advantage of all the Quad Cities region has to offer. 

VISION GUIDING PRINCIPALS 
 

Built Environment: Rock Island’s built environment is safe, attractive, and highly efficient, enabling 

residents to easily walk, bike, bus, or drive to destinations and meet daily needs. Rock Island is a leader in 

infill development and adaptive reuse, integrating sustainable and conservation-oriented design while 

retaining our historical context.  

Quality Education: Rock Island recognizes the essential link between a quality educational system and 

the strength of the community. Exceptional schools attract and retain families, and higher education 

institutions contribute to innovation and a skilled  and diverse workforce for the local economy.  

Prosperous Economy: Rock Island’s robust economy is diverse, fosters entrepreneurship, and is based on 

a balanced approach to economic development. The competitive cost of living and range of 

employment opportunities lend to Rock Island’s high quality of life. 

Housing and Neighborhoods: Rock Island’s diverse, attractive, and architecturally-distinct 

neighborhoods offer ample housing choices for all residents; Our safe, clean, and comfortable 

neighborhoods foster social interaction and a keen sense of community unparalleled in the Quad Cities.  

Transportation and Mobility: Rock Island’s safe, efficient, connected, and well-maintained transportation 

system enables choice in mode of travel and enhances the quality of life and health of the community. 

Community Services: Our positive, forward-thinking and responsive local government provides quality 

services with an open door policy. Equitably provide accessible and quality public services facilities to all 

Rock Island residents. 

Healthy Community: Rock Island is an advocate for the health and wellness of its residents through the 

equitable provision of a safe environment, access to healthcare and nutritious food, and opportunities 

for active living.   

Natural Resources: Celebrate and protect Rock Island’s natural resource assets and ecological systems, 

namely the Mississippi and Rock Rivers. Rock Island’s successful efforts in natural hazard and mitigation 

planning have lessened impacts on residents, visitors, businesses, and properties.   

Regionalism: Local government protects individual rights while advancing community good through 

active citizen involvement.  Rock Island enjoys cooperative and collaborative relationships with 

neighboring jurisdictions.  


